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 About two centuries before 1900, the English language was not prestigious.  Various historical events promoted the growth and diversified use of the language. Wars between royalties, decentralization of power, and legal suits gave the language some standard. Poetry was often reflexive and complex.  Refined, complex use of stylistic devices and poetic features was used for instance in Shakespearian poems. The themes reflected in war and death. However, there have been advancements, and at the onset of the 19th century came different ideologies such as the industrial revolution at whose core is capitalism and political revolution that brought the idea of democracy. With this came the ideology of cultural imperialism. All these are aspects of modernity whose pioneers felt that there was a specified and normative way of doing things. 
 However, the poets seem to be presenting a different perspective in their compositions. Writers like Williamson are inclined on imagism, just the ordinary things. Unlike times before the 1900s when poetry was metaphorical, complex, and varied styles, the authors are using simple language with less metaphorical aspects. The themes are simple and direct. Within the historical context, the authors are questioning the norm. Plays like “Trifles” has a line of thought that describes change within the society from centuries before when patriarchy is the norm to a time when women have come of age and stand up to be recognized in the society. “Hands” questions the tendency of accepting what is termed as truth, and instead the process whereby we learn about what is true. On the prescribed styles of writing dictated by the writers in the previous eras, authors like Ezra presents an opposition on the normative ideas on how poems should be. So constrained is he by these ideas that he has a hard time accepting his ideas but he challenges it anyway. 
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